PROMPT: Evaluate the extent to which a lack of political compromise caused the Civil war in the period from 1850-1861.
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“Southern Chivalry - Argument Versus Club’s”; cartoon by John L. Magee, 1856. Brooks/Sumner Affair
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Source: Senator Daniel Webster, speech to the Senate, March 7, 1850
Mr. President, I wish to speak today, not as a Northern man, but as an American. . . .

I will state . . . one complaint of the South . . . that there has been found at the North, among
individuals and among the legislatures of the North, a disinclination to perform fully their
constitutional duties in regard to the return of persons bound to service who have escaped
into the free states. In that respect, it is my judgement that the South is right and the North
is wrong. . ..

I hear with pain and anguish the word “secession,” especially when it falls from the lips of
those who are emminnently [sic] patriotic, and known to the country, and known all over the
world for their political services. Secession! Peaceable secession! Sir, your eyes and mine are
never destined to see that miracle. . . . I hold the idea of a separation of these states—those that
are free to form one government and those that are slaveholding to form another—as a moral
impossibility. We could not separate the states by any such line if we were to draw it. We
could not sit down here today and draw a line of separation that would satisfy any five men in
the country.
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Source: William Lloyd Garrison, “The United States Constitution” (1852)

“We charge . . . that [the Constitution] was formed at the expense of human liberty, by a profligate
surrender of principle, and to this hour is cemented with human blood. . . .

“To the argument, that the words ‘slaves’ and ‘slavery’ are not to be found in the Constitution, and
therefore that it was never intended to give any protection or countenance to the slave system, it is
sufficient to reply, that though no such words are contained in the instrument, other words were
used, intelligently and specifically, to meet the necessities of slavery. . .

“Three millions of the American people are crushed under the American Union! They are held as
slaves, trafficked as merchandise, registered as goods and chattels! The government gives them no
protection—the government is their enemy, the government keeps them in chains! . . . The Union
which grinds them to the dust rests upon us, and with them we will struggle to overthrow it! The
Constitution which subjects them to hopeless bondage is one that we cannot swear to support. Our
motto is, ‘No Union with Slaveholders.” . . . We separate from them, . . . to clear our skirts of inno-
cent blood, . . . and to hasten the downfall of slavery in America, and throughout the world!”
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Source: Republican party platform, May 16, 1860

“That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the States, and especially the right of each state to order
and control its own domestic institutions according to its own judgment exclusively, is essential to that
balance of powers on which the perfection and endurance of our political fabric depends. . . .

“That the normal condition of all the territory of the United States is that of freedom . .. and we deny
the authority of Congress, of a territorial legislature, or of any individuals, to give legal existence to
Slavery in any Territory of the United States.”




