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UNIT VI (1865-1898) Ch. 19 Student Outline – THE POLITICS OF THE GILDED AGE 

Summarize, do not quote exact wording: 

	
1. Explain	how	the	terms	“laissez-faire”	and	“Social	Darwinism”	both	supported	“do-little”	government	–		

	
	
	
	

2. Explain	why	there	was	a	higher	voter	turnout	despite	the	two	major	parties	alienating	themselves	from	
important	issues	–	
	
	
	

3. Describe	the	difference	between	the	party	base	of	the	Republicans	and	Democrats	–		
	
	
	
	

4. Explain	how	patronage	became	the	driving	force	behind	political	control	in	this	era	(*Use	the	stalwarts,	
halfbreeds,	and	mugwumps	in	your	response)	–	
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5. 	Describe	the	“highlights”	or	major	events	during	each	of	the	following	presidencies	–		

a. Hayes:	
	
	

b. Garfield:	
	

	
c. Arthur:	

	
	

6. Describe	the	impact	of	James	G.	Blaine	on	the	Republican	Party	–		
	
	
	

7. Describe	the	circumstances	behind	the	election	of	1884	–		
	
	
	

8. Describe	what	being	hired	based	on	civil	service	means	and	how	the	Pendleton	Act	facilitated	that	–		
	
	
	

9. Explain	why	debtors,	farmers	and	start-up	business	owners	desired	“easy”	or	“soft	money”	–		
	
	
	

10. Explain	why	bankers,	creditors,	investors	and	established	business	leaders	stood	firm	for	“sound”	or	
“hard”	money	(this	is	like	specie	circular)	–		
	
	
	

11. Describe	the	“Crime	of	1873”	and	how	it	is	connected	to	the	greenback	movement	–		
	
	
	

12. Describe	the	circumstances	behind	the	election	of	1888	–		
	
	

13. Explain	why	the	Congress	elected	in	1888	was	called	the	Billion-dollar	Congress	–		
	
	

*Remember	that	whole	chapter	about	the	west	and	how	farmers	were	angry	and	sad	and	blah	blah	blah,	well	
they	form	their	own	political	party	THE	POPULISTS!	And	for	some	reason	College	Board	is	obsessed	with	it!	So	
pay	very	close	attention!	

14. Describe	the	Omaha	Platform	–		
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15. Explain	why	the	party’s	platform	seemed	revolutionary	for	the	time	–		

	
	
	

16. Describe	the	circumstances	behind	the	panic	of	1893	–		
	
	
	
	

*William	Jennings	Bryan	is	the	new	Henry	Clay	–	sort	of…so	pay	attention	to	him	
17. Describe	the	impact	of	Bryan’s	“Cross	of	Gold”	speech	at	the	Democratic	National	Convention	–		

	
	
	
	
	

18. Describe	the	impact	this	had	on	the	Populist	party	candidate	in	the	election	of	1896:	
	

	
19. Describe	the	differences	between	Bryan’s	campaigning	and	McKinley’s	campaigning	in	the	election	of	

1896	–		
	

	
20. Explain	how	Mckinley	(*cough	Hanna	cough*)	beat	Bryan	–		

	
	

21. Explain	the	significance	of	the	election	of	1896	both	short	and	long	term	–		
	
	

	

	
Answer	the	following	Multiple	Choice	questions	in	the	space	below:	
1.		
2.		
3.		
4.		

5.		
6.		
7.		
8.		
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Please	answer	Short	Answer	#1	in	the	space	below	

	
Please	answer	Short	Answer	#3	in	the	space	below:	

	


